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SUB J : UK FOREIGN MINISTRY SEMINAR ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . NIALL MACDERMOT, INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS 
(ICJ) TELEPHONED MISSOFF TO REPORT ON HIS ATTENDANCE AT 
A HUMAN RIGHTS SEMINAR HELD AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY THE 
WEEKEND OF JUNE 25. 

2. THE SEMINAR WAS UNIQUE IN THAT IT WAS SPONSORED BY 
THE UK FOREIGN MINISTRY AND CONDUCTED BY FOURTH MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN AFFIARS EVAN LUARD. IN ATTENDANCE WERE ACA- 
DEMICS. TOP GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, TWO MEMBERS 

OF PARLIAMENT, ICJ, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC 
VOLAGS ACTIVE IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD. 

3. ACCORDING TO MACDERMOT, PURPOSE OF SESSION WAS TO 
FORMULATE A MORE COHERENT UK HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY. 

NCO S URGED THAT TO BE EFFECTIVE, WESTERN NATIONS SHOULD 
WORK OUT OBJECTIVES IN ADVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION SESSION. NOTING THAT THIS WAS NOT ALWAYS THE 
CASE, NGO'S SAID THAT TOO OFTEN GOALS ARE OBSCURED OR 
LOST BECAUSE THE WEST DOES NOT WORK TOGETHER BEFORE HRC 
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SESSIONS BEGIN, AND THEN ATTEMPT TO INFLUENCE THE NONALIGNED. 

4. MACDERMOT EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE US AND UK GOVERNMENTS 
COULD, IN FUTURE, HOLD JOINT SEMINARS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
SIMILAR TO THE OXFORD GATHERING.SORENSON 
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